Total mercury, organic mercury, copper, manganese, selenium, and zinc in Sarda sarda from the Gulf of Genoa.
The total mercury content of the Atlantic bonito (Sarda sarda) increases with increasing size of the specimen, as shown by other authors for other marine organisms (Renzoni et al., 1973; Buffoni et al., 1982; Bernhard and Andreae, 1984; Thibaud, 1986). Organic mercury content also increases with the size of the specimen, whereas inorganic mercury remains constant, which is in agreement with the prediction made on another species of Sgombridae (Bernhard, 1985). This kind of mercury partitioning has not, to our knowledge, been reported for other species of fish. It is interesting to note that the mercury concentration in the gonads also increases with the size of the specimen. A very small difference between the total mercury content of white and dark muscle was observed, while for selenium, zinc, copper, and manganese the concentrations are lower in white muscle than in dark muscle.